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BECKY A. McCLAIN
73 Falls Landing, Deep River CT  06417                                                                                                          (C) 860 460-1729
A public health and safety, injured worker rights and human rights advocate who has extensive experience as a science professional in developing and applying leading edge molecular and genetic technologies to improve human and animal health.

Advocacy
· 2011 Board of Director Alliance for Humane Biotechnology

· 2011 Board of Director Connecticosh

· 2010-present National Injured Workers Network Committee

· 2007-2011 Center for Public Awareness, Nov 2008 Directed and hosted Panel discussion regarding bioethics and Lyme disease
Public Speaking
McClain, Becky.  Worker’s Memorial Day, San Francisco April 28, 2009 http://blip.tv/file/2061380
McClain, Becky.  Worker’s Memorial Day, Council 4 Memorial Monument, New Britain, Council 4 AFSCME, April 28, 2010

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AW_pd3apooQ 

McClain, Becky.  Town Hall Meeting in Groton, CT on Workplace Protections.  June 1, 2010 http://www.theday.com/article/20100602/BIZ02/306029935/1044
McClain, Becky.  National Conference on Biotech, Workers Health and Safety, Labor & the Public, San Francisco, 17 July 2010. www.blip.tv/file/3960030
McClain, Becky.  2010 Connecticosh Convention, Get on the Bus: Growing and Maintaining the Movement for Workplace Health and Safety, UAW Region 9A Hall in Farmington, CT,   November 19, 2010 

McClain, Becky. Acceptance Speech for the Callaway Award, Carnegie Institution Building, 1530 P Street, NW, Washington, D.C., The Shafeek Nader Trust for the Community Interest, December 8, 2010.  (See Acceptance Speech for the Callaway Award)

McClain, Becky.  National Employment Lawyers Association National Convention, Charting the Future of Employee Rights Advocacy, Thursday, June 30, 2011, 9:30–10:30 a.m.
Moderator:    Patricia A. Barasch

Plaintiffs:       William Blake, Becky McClain & Olivia Tamayo

Advocates:    Kathleen M. Cahill, Stephen J. Fitzgerald, William J. Smith & U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, Represented By William R. Tamayo

The Convention’s opening plenary session will highlight the legal battles of three individuals whose bravery, strength, and determination in the face of injustice have dramatically changed workplaces across America—police departments, biotech laboratories, and the nation’s fields and orchards.  Their courage and tenacity in speaking out against discrimination, harassment, retaliation, and unsafe working conditions at great personal peril have charted a better and brighter future for all of America’s workers.

Awards

Workplace Hero Award, June 30, 2011, McClain, Becky by National Employment Lawyers Association (NELA) in recognition of extraordinary contributions to advancing equality and justice in the American workplace. New Orleans, Marriott Hotel. NELA National Convention
Irving J. Selikoff Award,  May 7, 2011.  McClain, Becky Acceptance of Irving J. Selikoff Award from Connecticosh.  The award is given periodically to a scientist or humanist whose studies and achievements have contributed to the protection of workers' health and the environment.

Callaway Award December 8, 2010.. McClain, Becky. Acceptance Speech for the Callaway Award, Carnegie Institution Building, 1530 P Street, NW, Washington, D.C., The Shafeek Nader Trust for the Community Interest, December 8, 2010.  (See Acceptance Speech for the Callaway Award)

Competent Communicator Award, Toastmasters June 2009
EDUCATION

M.S. Environmental Science, December 1991

University of Texas School of Public Health, Houston Texas

Thesis:  Molecular Tracking Strategy for Three Pesticide-Degrading Microorganisms in a Bioremediation Microcosm Study
B.A. Biology, 1980

Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana

Scholastic Achievement Award, 1979 and 1980

Research and Development 

1995 to 2005

Scientist, Pfizer Inc., Groton, CT

Genetic technologies, vaccine development, &

Murine embryonic stem cell technologies

1993 to 1994


Junior Research Fellow University of Otago

Biochemistry Department, Dunedin, New Zealand

Neurobiology & gene expression in memory
1988 to 1993


Senior Research Technician

HHMI at Baylor College of Medicine, Houston, TX

Human molecular genetics/genetic disorders
1983 to 1988


Research Assistant

M.D. Anderson Hospital Cancer Research Center, Houston, TX

Molecular Genetics 

Developmental biology/ gene expression in embryogenesis
1981 to 1983


Analytical Technician II, Syntex Chemicals, Boulder, CO

Quality control pharmaceutical testing

SKILLS AND EXPERIENCE in R&D:

Twenty three years of laboratory research experience in academic and pharmaceutical industries include a broad background in embryonic stem cell technologies,  human genetics, neurobiology, developmental biology, vaccine design, target validation and quality control drug development.  These positions have required functioning within a project-driven team structure in a self-directed and self-motivated manner to design, execute and analyze experiments using a variety of scientific instrumentation and technical and molecular analysis.  My working background has also provided extensive training and experience in radiation, chemical and biological safety.  These positions have required effective communication skills that include seminar presentations, scientific reports, patents and publications.  
TECHNICAL EXPERIENCE:

Wide spectrum of molecular techniques including RNA and genomic or plasmid DNA isolation, cloning, protein expression, PCR, radiolabeled library screening (i.e., phage, YAC and cosmid), Genomic and cDNA phage library construction, differential screens, manual and ABI automatic sequencing, Southern, Northern, Western, ELISA and RNAse Protection assays, poly A+ isolation, cDNA synthesis, Cellomics Technology, Flow Cytometry (FACSCalibur), Xenopus laevis microinjection system and rabbit reticulocyte lysate in vitro translation assay, tissue culture, protein gel analysis (starch, PAGE, 2D), CAT assay, in situ hybridization to chromosomes.  Molecular software programs:  DNASTAR and GCG.  Analytical chemistry:  AA, UV, IR spectrophotometry, TLC, HPLC, FID and TC gas chromatography, polarimetry, wet chemistry, COD, ER and use of glove box.

PATENTS
US6436410 New Dihydrofolate Reductase-Thymidylate Synthase (DHFR-TS) Useful in Genetic Constructs for Preparing a Live Vaccine Against Neospora.  Durtschi, Becky Ann; Krishnan, Rajendra; Yoder, Christine; Pfizer Prod Inc; patent granted 8/20/02; provisional patent filed 12/4/97, published EP924295 6/23/99; Second provisional patent filed 8/4/99.

EP1035133  Novel Fusion Protein Comprising Carriers That Can Induce A Dual Immune Response.

Campus, Manual; Durtschi, Becky Ann; Martino, Serge; Yule, Teresa; Pfizer Prod Inc; patent application filed 2/14/02; provisional patent filed 2/17/99.  

EP1221485  Novel Neospora Caninum GRA2 Protein Useful for Producing Vaccines against Neosporosis and as Diagnostic Reagents. Brake, David; Durtschi, Becky Ann; Madura Rebecca; Pfizer Prod Inc; (Patent JP11332583); application filed 7/10/02; provisional patent (PC9943) filed 3/16/98; second provisional patent filed 12/15/98.  

EP953641 Polynucleotide Molecules Encoding Neospora Proteins. Brake, David; Durtschi, Becky Ann; Madura Rebecca; Pfizer Prod Inc; (Patent JP11332583); application filed 7/10/02; provisional patent (PC9943) filed 3/26/98; second provisional patent filed 12/15/98.  

EP1221486  Novel Neospora Caninum SAG1 Protein useful for Producing Vaccines against Neosporosis and as a Diagnostic Reagent. Brake, David; Durtschi, Becky Ann; Madura Rebecca; Pfizer Prod Inc; grant application filed 7/10/02; provisional patent (PC9943) filed 3/26/98; second provisional patent filed 12/15/98.  

PUBLICATIONS

Trebino, C., JL Stock, CP Gibbons, BM Naiman, TS Wachtmann, JP Umland, K Pandher, JM Lapointe, S Saha, ML Roach, D Carter, NA Thomas, BA Durtschi, JD McNeish, JE Hambor, P Jakobsson, TJ Carty, JR Perez and LP Audoly.  2003 Impaired inflammatory and pain responses in mice lacking an inducible prostaglandin E synthase. PNAS 100:0944-9049

Nakao, M., J.S. Sutcliffe, B. Durtschi, A. Mutirangura, D.H. Ledbetter and A.L. Beaudet.  1994.  Imprinting analysis of three genes in the Prader-Willi/Angelman region:  SNRPN, E6-associated protein, and PAR-2 (D15S225E).  Human Molecular Genetics 3:309-315

Eng, C., B. Durtschi, H. Zoghbi and A. Beaudet. 1992.  Isolation, mapping and characterization of two cDNA clones expressed in the cerebellum.  Genomics 14:813-815

Feldman, G., W. O’Brien, B. Durtschi, P. Gardner, R. Williamson and A. Beaudet.  1988.  Prenatal diagnosis of cystic fibrosis (CF) using the polymerase chain reaction (PCR) for detection of the KM-19 Polymorphism.  American Journal of Human Genetics 43:A83

